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JULY 25 2023

FLORENCE STRATTON

Please do not demolish Central Library and replace it with a new central library, but rather fix what needs to be fixed in the current building.  

I have six reasons for making this request.  

First, the heritage value of the current building: The Library Board seems to equate “heritage” with “old and decrepit.” Opened in 1962, Central Library is only sixty-one years old. The Legislative Building opened in 1912, making it more than a hundred years old. Does the Library Board think it too should be demolished?
Second, the environmental cost of demolishing Central Library and replacing it with a new library: Research shows that the environmental impact of demolition and replacement is about 30% higher than that of renovation. Add this to the cost of dumping a demolished Central Library in the Regina landfill.  
Third, fear of losing services, in particular the Film Theatre, the Dunlop Art Gallery, and the Prairie History Room: Can the Board guarantee in writing that these services will be included in a new Central Library?
Fourth, the disruption to Central Library services during the period of construction, which may be quite lengthy: Yes, renovating the current building would also likely disrupt service, but not for as long.   

Fifth, the possibility that, if the current building is demolished and Central Library services moved to a “temporary” location—that, as the years go by, this “temporary” location will become permanent and the much-desired property on which Central Library now stands will be made available to a property developer: This may seem far-fetched, but it was the actual plan of the Library Board in 2012.
My final reason is money. Renovation will cost a whole lost less than demolition and replacement. According to one Library Board estimate, renovation would cost $50 million, while a new building would cost $125 million. That’s a difference of $75 million—which is a whole  lot of money!  
As I’m sure you are all aware, just a few blocks from Central Library there is an encampment where many of our fellow citizens are living in tents in front of City Hall. Might not the millions saved by doing renovations be very usefully put towards solving homelessness in Regina?

Central Library already serves Regina’s unhoused people in a variety of ways, including providing access to books and the internet and offering refuge from the cold of winter and the heat of summer. For this, I whole-heartedly thank the Library.  

At the same time, I would note that this is as it should be. Central Library is a public library and unhoused people are members of the public. 

Hundreds, if not thousands, of Regina citizens are unhoused. Houselessness is misery and suffering personified. It is also a death sentence, reducing life expectancy by about four decades. 
How did we let this happen? What is wrong with us! What can we do to end the suffering and misery of houselessness—to solve our city’s houselessness crisis?
The camp in front of City Hall provides us with a model. Ordinary citizens are volunteering their time and money to provide the most vulnerable amongst us with the necessities of life, while people living in tents continue to display such courage, grace, and good humour it is breathtaking! 
We all need to work together to end homelessness in Regina! The Library can do its part.  

For the reason of money which could be otherwise spent, along with the five other reasons I have outlined, I ask the Library Board to choose the renovation of Central Library over its demolition and replacement.
