
Description of Historic Place 

Victoria Park Building 
 

The Victoria Park Building, located at 1945 Scarth Street across from Victoria Park, is a 

two-storey, medium-brown coloured brick commercial building. The building is 

distinguished by its continuous small-scale store fronts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heritage Value 

 

The Victoria Park Building, constructed in 1929 by Poole Construction Ltd., is one of 

several buildings in downtown Regina designed by local architects Van Egmond and 

Storey. The aesthetic value of the building resides in its small-scale commercial design. It 

is an excellent example of pedestrian accessibility that was typical of the early twentieth 

century. The ground floor height allows for a large area of glazing in the display 

windows. The lower façade is distinguished at its top edge by a continuous decorative 

band. Ground floor awnings, to mirror the original design, were replaced during a façade 

renovation in 2001. These awnings and decorative banding are important aspects of the 

texture and complexity of the lower façade, interrupted only at the brick pilasters which 

define the storefronts. The storefront design is successful through its direct access from 

the sidewalk; high percentage of glazing; recessed entry to the second floor with floor tile 

detailing; base plates; and shopfront horizontal banding. 

 

The historical value of the property resides in its location. When the construction of the 

building was contemplated in the late 1920s, Regina’s main retail and business area was 

centered more to the north of Victoria Park, especially along Scarth Street and 11
th

 

Avenue. This location was purposely selected to open up an entirely new shopping area 

for Regina. Five large stores originally were on the ground floor (all the original owners 

were shareholders of the company). These included the National Baking System, Sun 

Electrical Co., Mac & Mac Ltd. (men’s clothing), Eilers Jewelers, and Arens Drug Store. 

Three of these stores had mezzanine floors at the rear for offices. Mac & Mac remained 



in the building until 1980 while the Victoria Park Bowling Academy (later Vic Bowling 

Alleys) operated in the basement until 1978. The current Copper Kettle Restaurant 

opened in 1964, replacing a lunch counter long associated with Arens Drugs, one of the 

original tenants. Four offices were located on the second floor, including for many years 

the Reliance School of Commerce. The building continues to have a small furnished 

lounge at the top of the central stairwell, which has a skylight above. 

 

 

Character-Defining Elements 

 

Elements related to the design of the commercial building, such as: 

 two-storey, horizontal massing; 

 commercial form defined by continuous store fronts, contributing to an important 

inter-war commercial streetscape; 

 medium-brown coloured brick; 

 brick pilasters which extend beyond the roof line and are capped with hooded lights; 

 recessed round-arch Tyndall stone entrance surrounded by a carved rope moulding; 

 pressed metal parapet cap, which is embossed with diamonds and circles and “1929” 

date; 

 glazed tiles arranged in a diamond pattern above each of the upper windows; 

 Tyndall stone fan-shaped motifs and shell patterns; 

 regular arrangement of windows on the second floor; 

 continuous banding element above the store fronts; 

 access to the stores from the sidewalk level, recessed main entrance and detailing of 

the floor surface; 

 “Van Egmond & Storey Architects” brass plaque on the south wall. 

 

Elements which reflect the building’s status, such as: 

 peaked panel above the entrance to the second floor with the building’s name; 

 location on the original park site. 
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Victoria Park Building c.1930 (SAB R-A 33,611) 


