
Description of Historic Place 

Credit Foncier Building 
 

The Credit Foncier Building, located across from Victoria Park at 2184 12
th

 Avenue on 

the corner of Cornwall Street, is a three-storey, steel frame and Tyndall stone-faced office 

building. The building is distinguished by its corner entrance overlooking Victoria Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

Heritage Value 

 

Commissioned in 1911 by the Credit Foncier Franco-Canadien Mortgage Company Ltd., 

the Credit Foncier Building was designed by Regina architects Edgar Storey and William 

Van Egmond and constructed by Smith Brothers & Wilson. The aesthetic value of the 

building resides in its design which exhibits elements of the Chicago style, such as the 

steel frame construction faced with Tyndall stone, the prominent base, design of the 

upper floors elongated with pilasters, and a substantial cornice. The angled corner 

entrance extends to the cornice and to the prominent date stone. 

 

The historical value of the property resides in its connection to Regina‟s pre-war building 

boom and the evolution of Regina‟s financial institutions. Credit Foncier Franco-

Canadien was established in Montreal in 1880 as a mortgage and loan company. It was 

one of the first companies of its kind. The company conducted business in this building 

between 1912 and 1988. After 1995 the building was acquired by the Canadian Western 

Bank and became Canadian Western Place. The original “Credit Foncier FC” name, 

which was carved into the Tyndall stone, is hidden behind the current “Canadian Western 

Place” sign. 

  

 



Character-Defining Elements 

 

Those elements related to the design of this office building, such as: 

 three-storey office building with a rectangular, block-like massing that contributes to 

a relatively small-scale streetscape on a prominent block on the north side of Victoria 

Park;  

 office building form defined by the regular arrangement of large windows and the 

absence of store fronts; 

 angled corner entrance, which extends to the substantial cornice and date stone; 

 raised Tyndall stone band, now covered with anodized panels, which defines the 

ground floor; 

 steel frame and extensive use of Tyndall stone facing; 

 subdued pilasters, surmounted with medallions, which extend above the ground floor 

to the frieze; 

 spandrel panels between the upper windows. 

 

Elements which reflect the original function of the building, including: 

 original carved „Credit Foncier FC‟ name, which is hidden behind the current 

„Canadian Western Place‟ sign.  
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