
Description of Historic Place 

Gordon Block 

 

The Gordon Block, located at 2170 12
th

 Avenue, is a three-storey, steel frame and brown 

brick commercial building in Regina’s downtown. The ground floor facade is faced with 

cream-coloured rusticated limestone with an ornate limestone pediment over the main 

entrance. 

 

 

 

 

Heritage Value 

 

The Gordon Block was constructed in 1912. The architect is believed to have been Ernest 

Thomas Brown. The design of the building is important because it is a good example of a 

small-scale, commercial building oriented to pedestrian traffic through the use of large 

storefront display windows and architectural details. Elements of the design which add 

visual interest to the building include its masonry walls, rusticated limestone ground floor 

with multiple small-scale storefronts, and the minimal use of decorative motifs. The 

vertical, rectangular window openings and pilasters create a subtle grid of horizontal and 

vertical lines. The main entrance to the building is framed with an ornate stone pediment 

incorporating a date stone and floral motifs. An ornamental entablature and cornice cap 

the building.  

 

The historical value of the property resides in its association with the J. A. Westman 

Agency, a prominent Regina real estate and insurance company, as well as the original 

owners and early tenants, particularly the law firm of Allan, Gordon, Bryant & Gordon 

and the Novia Cafe. The Parkview Confectionery, which occupied the east end of the 

building in 1919, became the Parkview Café in 1921. This business was acquired by the 

Christopher Michas family in 1926 and re-named the Novia Café. Michas operated the 

restaurant until 1946; his nephew, Sam Sinis continued the family business for another 

twenty years. The Michas family may have placed the three small cast-iron lion heads 

over their restaurant to bring good luck.  



 

Character-Defining Elements 

 

Elements related to the design of the commercial building, such as: 

 three-storey massing with a rectangular, block-like form that contributes to a 

relatively small-scale streetscape on a prominent block on the north side of Victoria 

Park; 

 sensitivity of design with the adjacent Credit Foncier Building, producing an 

harmonious streetscape; 

 steel frame structure faced with brown brick; 

 brick pilasters capped with stone; 

 cream-coloured rusticated limestone at the ground floor level; 

 offset, inset ground entry, which is framed with a stone pediment incorporating a date 

stone and floral motifs; 

 ornamental galvanized iron entablature and cornice which have been painted to 

resemble marble; 

 pattern of paired windows above storefront bays. 

 

Elements which speak to the association of the building with the early owners and 

tenants, such as: 

 the current use of the ‘Gordon’ name; 

 three cast-iron lion heads near the second floor southeast windows.
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